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SUBJECT: FORMATION OF DUTCH GOVERNMENT IX 

REF: THE HAGUE 4383 

CONTRARY TO THE EXPECTIONS OF MANY, INFORMATEUR VERINGA DID 
A HAT TRICK IN SECURING CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (CD A) AND 
LABOR PARTY AGREEMENT ON ABORTION POLICY LATE LAST WEEK. 

QUEEN JULIANA HAS NOW ASKED VERINGA TO STAY ON AS "INFORMATEUR" 
AND TO WORK TOGETHER WITH CARETAKER PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL 
IN PURSUING POSSIBILITIES FOR A NEW DUTCH CABINET. VERINGA 
AND DEN UYL NOW PLAN TO TACKLE THE FOLLOWING REMAINING ISSUES 
IN THEIR SEARCH FOR A NEW CENTER-LEFT COALITION GOVERNMENT: 
FOREIGN POLICY, ENERGY, DEFENSE, EDUCATION, HOUSING, WOMEN'S 
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RIGHTS, AND THE RIGHT TO STRIKE. IF THERE ARE NO FURTHER 
ROADBLOCKS, THE DISTRIBUTION OF MINISTERIAL SEATS WILL NOT BE 
A JOINT VERINGA/DEN UYL TASK BUT WILL PROBABLY BE HANDLED BY 
DEN UYL IN THE FINAL STAGE OF CABINET FORMATION. 
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